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Luke 7:36-50 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a 
sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there 
with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed 
them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she 
is—that she is a sinner.” 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 
forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, 
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her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has 
been forgiven little loves little.” 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

New International Version  

Falling in love again.  Everyone needs to experience love; to receive it 

and to give it.  That’s part of our emotional well being and part of being made 

in the image of God.  That’s why this season of Lent, the six weeks leading up 

to Easter, we’ve been memorizing and trying to apply the very creed Jesus 

lived by, sometimes called the Jesus Creed but it could also be called the love 

creed. It goes like this: “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Jesus said there is no greater commandment than this.  

But what about that little word “all” in the creed?  “All your heart, all 

your soul, all your mind and all your strength?”  To experience love, the word 

all has to be involved.  One of the lines in the traditional wedding vow asks 

“And forsaking all others will you keep only unto him (or her) till death do you 

part?  Will you?”  Sometimes I like to add drama to the ceremony by 

emphasizing the word all slowing down as I say it looking the bride or the 

groom straight in the eye.  AND FORSAKING ALL OTHERS WILL YOU KEEP 

ONLY UNTO HER TILL DEATH DO YOU PART?  I’ve had a few grooms squirm 

in their place.  Maybe it’ll help them remember that word all if they ever find 

themselves compromising their marriage vows.  

You see in a marriage it doesn’t work if one partner forsakes sexual 

relationships with all others but the other partner doesn’t.  As you know for a 

relationship to truly work there has to be absolute commitment on the part 

of both parties.  If you’re really in love with someone, you love them with all 
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that you have, you don’t compartmentalize and love them just over dinner.  Or 

just over sex.  Or just over housing arrangements.  Or just when they’re young. 

The totality of loving with our whole being is what makes love sacred.  It’s 

something held in honor.  And you don’t have to be married to experience that 

love.  Close friends can experience that same kind of friendship that comes 

from absolute commitment to one another.  

Now think about our relationship with God.  Our songs talk about loving 

God but as we’re reading through the Old Testament in the Bible no one in the 

early books about Israel seems to picture God as a lover.  He was simply God 

and Israel was his people.  But something seemed to change between God and 

God’s people when a prophet named Hosea came along saying YHWH (God) 

loves Israel the way a husband is to love his wife.  And the way a husband was 

to love his wife was by giving his all allegiance.  That’s what makes love 

sacred, there’s nothing placed in front of it.  

But then Hosea got even more dramatic when he compared Israel’s 

actual love of God as being like the “love” of a wife who walks out the door one 

day and turns herself into a prostitute.  I apologize for this being a little “R” 

rated for a sermon but hey it’s in the Bible.  Hosea suggested that God, like a 

jilted husband was so heartbroken over his people’s unfaithfulness to him that 

it caused him to plead with Israel to come back to him.  Listen to what he says 

in Hosea 2:14-15:  

“I am now going to allure (or romance) her; I will lead her into the desert 
and speak tenderly to her.  There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make 
the Valley of Achor a door of hope.  There she will sing as in the days of her youth, 
as in the day she came up out of Egypt.”  

Is that how you picture God as a jilted husband?  As someone romancing 

you back to him?  As someone who makes you a top priority in his life?  As 

someone who makes loving you sacred, meaning he puts nothing before you? 

Probably not because we project on God our experiences.  For example if the 

husband or the parent in your life was or is abusive or was preoccupied with 
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someone else we’re going to project that on our relationship with God.  We 

have two good examples of that happening in our Scripture reading today.  

In Luke 7 Jesus contrasts two people.  In verse 37 we read  

37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating 
at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As 
she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. 
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

Why would she have done that?  Obviously it appears she was in love 

with Jesus.  But why would she have been so in love with Jesus?  All we know 

about her is that she lived a “sinful life.”  What’s that?  Typically for a woman 

in that era a sinful life meant she rented her body out to men for their 

pleasure and her financial gain.  Again, I apologize for this being a little “R” 

rated but hey it’s in the Bible.  

The thing about women who are forced into this kind of lifestyle, usually 

for financial reasons, where sex is not an expression of love, they don’t often 

experience love in itself from anyone.  There’s rarely a person who’s going to 

give their all for the good of a prostitute.  Use her, abuse her and deny ever 

knowing her was the norm.  Her relationships, especially with men, were 

always about what others could get out of her.  But she perceived something 

different about Jesus who lived out his creed to love others as he would like to 

be loved.  

Now contrast that to the Pharisee who was hosting a dinner for Jesus at 

his house. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

 Remember I said  if you read the Old Testament in the Bible no one in 

Israel seemed to see God as a lover until Hosea?  He was simply God and Israel 

was his people.  The Pharisee would have been steeped in that tradition as are 

many of us.  God wasn’t someone you got weepy eyed emotional over.  God 

was just God and you were just his people.  It’s kind of like the man whose 
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wife was complaining that her husband never said he loved her.  To that he 

replied “I told you I loved you when I married you and nothing has changed in 

these past forty years.”  

But the Pharisee had Jesus over for dinner.  What was that all about? 

Maybe he had an intellectual curiosity about Jesus.  Unlike the woman he 

would have had friends and what he thought was a special in with God 

because he was born an elite Jew.  In other words he had everything he 

thought he wanted.  I don’t think he saw any need Jesus could fulfill in his life 

because he didn’t see anything that needed changing.  He had a sort of 

entitlement attitude.  

In verse 44 we read what Jesus said to his host: “Do you see this woman? 
I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, 
her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has 
been forgiven little loves little.” 

Let’s get back to that little word “all.”  We all have a lot of things going 

on in our lives; jobs, hobbies, relationships, for some school, not to mention 

having to maintain our health, our homes, our finances and our church.  It 

never seems like there’s enough hours in a day to balance everything so 

something's has to give.  What we give up from the word “all” is our choice.  

Jesus’ lifestyle was equally busy.  There were a lot of people who wanted 

him to heal them and teach me.  But he never wanted to lose that all 

encompassing love he had for his father.  That’s why he had a short, easy 

creed to live by.  It was something that he could measure his activities with all 

day long.  We can’t do everything.  But if we can remind us ourselves daily and 

throughout the day as to what’s really important we will fall back in love with 

God even with all these competing activities.  
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Think about the last time you got dressed up and went someplace nice 

on a date.  I’m not talking about boyfriend and girlfriend here.  I’m talking 

about being in a relationship with someone you really like, who means all the 

world to you.  When was the last time someone pursued you to be their friend 

because they really liked being with you and you liked being with them? 

When was the last time you pursued a friendship like that?  

    I doubt anyone was knocking on the prostitute’s door to be her friend, 

instead knocking only to use her for their gain.  But she saw in Jesus someone 

who was accepting her with all her flaws and who was passionately seeking 

her well being.  Can you hear Jesus passionately knocking on your door 

wanting to be with you?  Not for what you can offer him but because he loves 

you.  The Pharisee couldn’t hear that.  

We know we can’t earn our way into heaven.  It’s only by God’s grace we 

can be forgiven.  And God so badly wants to forgive us if only we will realize 

like the prostitute in Jesus’ story that we need help and ask for it.  

If we’ve received Jesus into our heart but we don’t sense much of his 

presence that can all change.  Try reciting the Jesus Creed everyday; in the 

morning, noon and in the evening.  What happens is that we begin to plant the 

seeds of love for God again in our mind.  Eventually those seeds will grow into 

actions like two people falling in love.  It starts by changing your words.  

Know this, that you are being passionately pursued by our God because 

God is in love with you.  Do as Jesus did and fall in love all over again with him 

by reciting the Jesus Creed.  “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  
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Small Group Ice Breaker Questions 

  1.  What is one special gift you’ve received from your spouse, child, parent or 

friend?  What made it special?  

  2.  What parties do you enjoy?  Dislike?  
 
Recite the Jesus Creed as a Group  

Discussion Questions  

1. What do you think are the differences between a relationship and a love 
affair?  

 

2. In Laurie Hall’s book An Affair of the Mind she describes the decline of her 
relationship with her husband due to his pursuit of pornography.  What are 
some other factors and pursuits that break down a relationship?  

 

  
 

3. Loving God with our mind was not part of the original Hebrew Shema prayer 
that Jesus adapted.  Why did he add it?  

 
 
 

4. Why do you think the prophet Hosea used the prostitution illustration in 
describing Israel?  Do you think it was appropriate language for a family book 
like the Bible?  

 
 

5. What kind of a connection do you think Israel had with God during the time 
of Hosea?  

 
6. The woman in Jesus’ story was a prostitute.  What risk was this woman 

taking in coming to the house of Simon, the Pharisee?  What does this tell 
you about her state of mind?  
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7. Who does Simon remind you of?  
 

8. Who do you relate to more, the woman in the story or Simon?  
 

9. How difficult is it for you to express your love in a relationship with Jesus?  
 

10.What have you learned from this story that you could use this week to love 
God with all of your being?  
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TO LEARN MORE 

 
Join a Small Group – call the church office for times and location 

209/239-3159 
 

To learn and encourage one another 
 
 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  
GET STARTED IN FAITH 

 
1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  

Romans 3:23-24 
 

2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  
Romans 6:23 

 
3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 

Romans 8:5 
 

4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 
Him to become the master of our life 

Romans 10:13 
 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from 
my sinful ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I 
commit my life wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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