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Matthew 7:24-27  
 24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
 
 

In the 1950’s, back in the day when all Presbyterian churches had            

Sunday evening services, Robert Munger preached a sermon for his Sunday           

evening service at the First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley called My Heart,            

Christ’s Home. It was so popular that he eventually published it. Little did he              

know that night how his sermon would eventually be reproduced to challenge            

over 10 million people to walk more closely with Jesus. This fall as we              

transition into a new worship space, My Heart, Christ’s Home, is going to be              

our theme when we’re together.  

 

A house is just another building until we live there and it becomes our              

home. A church building is just another structure until people start           

worshipping Christ there and then it becomes a church. And grape juice is just              

another beverage until we say the words of institution and it represents the             

blood of Christ for us. In the same way a human heart is just another human                
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organ until Christ is invited to come live within it and then becomes his new               

home. And that’s where the adventure begins. Just as we’re bringing new life             

into a tired and worn out old fellowship hall, Christ brings new life into our               

tired hearts.  

 

Since this is a construction themed series, we’re going to start with the             

story from Jesus in Matthew 7 about the wise man building his house on a               

rock and the foolish man building his house on sand. Jesus’ story has some              

similar characteristics to an important American classic involving a home. The           

characters in that story, like the ones in Jesus’ story, are also builders. As in               

Jesus’ story, each builder constructs a house, and each house faces a test. If the               

house is built wisely it stands; if foolishly, it falls. 

 

Anyone know what important story in American literature this is? The           

Three Little Pigs! In The Three Little Pigs, each little pig builds a house, and               

has to face … who? The big, bad wolf – who comes to each little pig’s house                 

and says, “Little pig, little pig, let me come in.” And each of the little pigs                

answers how? “Not by the …” what? The hair of my chinny-chin-chin!  

 

The unwise pigs build their houses out of straw and sticks, not thinking             

ahead to the fact that such houses wouldn’t protect them when put to the test,               

as opposed to the wise little pig who builds his house out of bricks – and his                 

house lasts. 

 

Of course, like the story of The Three Little Pigs (which is meant to help               

us learn a lesson), Jesus’ story isn’t really about houses. Houses in Jesus’ story              

are used as metaphors for our lives. You can replace the word “house” and put               

in the word “life” or “character.” 

 

But just as we here in Manteca are building a new worship space, all of               

us are in the process of building our lives. And each of us is responsible for                

how our life is built. According to Jesus, there are two ways we can build. One                
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way is to build foolishly, never planning for anything to go wrong. Like the              

man who built his house upon the sand. 

 

Back in the late 80’s, we lived in San Jose during the tail end of an                

economic boom. The thinking in those days was that house prices would just             

keep going up and up. So folks took out loans on their growing equity to do                

everything from fixing fix up their homes to buying boats, rvs and whatever             

else they could dream up. And then the Oakland A’s and the San Francisco              

Giants amazingly met in the 1989 World Series and it apparently was just too              

much for the universe to handle. The earth shook and the housing bubble             

popped. People lost a lot of money in those days. They foolishly never saw it               

coming.   That was foolishness driven by an uninformed optimism.  

 

Another form of foolishness is driven by fear. In my hometown of San             

Jose there’s a museum called the Winchester Mystery House. It was built by             

the widow of the man who invented the Winchester rifle. After his death,             

Sarah was haunted by thoughts of the people killed by her husband’s rifle and              

consulted a medium who told her that as long as she continued building the              

house the evil spirits would be quiet.  

 

So she spent a fortune building that house – one that was continually             

under construction for some 38 years and was never finished! It has 47             

fireplaces, 160 rooms, 2000 doors and 160,000 windows. There are all kinds            

of oddities –stairways that go nowhere, and doors that open to brick walls. It              

didn’t matter what the carpenters built as long as they kept building, 24/7. In              

a way it kind of reminds me of this church building we have in Manteca.  

 

That house is a picture of how many try and build their lives by always               

staying busy –foolishly giving our energies to things that in the end are really              

just trivialities. 

 

But there’s another choice besides building foolishly. That choice is to           

build wisely, which Jesus says, is like the man who intentionally built his             
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house on rock. Did you notice that in Jesus’ story, both the foolish and the wise                

builder face storms? Did you notice that the story uses the exact same words              

to describe what happens to both the foolish and wise home builder in vss. 25               

and 27? “The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat               
against that house.” 
 

I’m sure we’d prefer the story tell us how to build our house in a more                

storm free zone – where we didn’t have to worry about things threatening our              

lives or property. But that’s not what Jesus teaches – because as you know              

that’s not reality. Last year we went to Hawaii in August. We were told by               

numerous sources that they rarely get hurricanes that time of year and guess             

what came for us?  

 

People try and convince themselves that they are smart enough, rich           

enough, successful enough to have enough resources to engineer a storm free            

life. But you know what? We can’t – ever - we’re all going to face storms of                 

some sort. We often don’t and can’t control these things – they can happen to               

any of us – young and old, men and women, good and evil – none of us have                  

the capacity to engineer a storm free life. 

 

The foolish man in Jesus’ story builds his house on sand which is             

symbolic of a weak foundation. Instead, Jesus says that we should build            

wisely because doing so will lead to our holding together – to being able to               

stand up to the storms that come. Which kind of reminds me of how our               

culture right now is going through a storm and it’s not seeing church as a safe                

harbor to weather it. Mass killings, sexual predators, even uncivil politicians           

give us sort of a feeling of angst and anxiety with nowhere to turn. Where are                

we really safe? Well, we’re safe in the arms of our Lord whose reaching out to                

us. At times like this, the church of Jesus Christ needs to ride this storm out                

even if it is shrinking because as this storm prolongs folks are going to wake               

up to what Christ offers and we need to be ready when they do.  
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It’s for that reason, we have chosen to be good stewards of what God has               

given to us and are moving out of a worship space that wasn’t created for who                

we are and where we are right now in life into a space that is.  

 

In John 14:23, Jesus himself says "If anyone loves me, he will obey my              
teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home                
with him.”  

 

Bob Munger, in the intro to My Heart Christ’s Home, says it this way:              

“Without question one of the most remarkable Christian doctrines is that Jesus            

Christ himself through the Holy Spirit will actually enter a heart, settle down             

and be at home there. Christ can come and make his home in our hearts! This is                 

the foundation upon which we are to build our lives.”   

 

Paul in 1 Cor. 3:10 says it this way: But each one should be careful how he                 
builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is                
Jesus Christ. 
 

So how do we make our own heart and our church Christ’s home? It              

starts by making a conscious choice to do so. Just like the decision that was               

made to move from one worship space to another was made, it didn’t just              

happen. I suggested it after looking at how expensive it would be to update              

our current worship space, the elders of this church considered it, we prayed             

about it and then made a conscious decision to move. In the same way, we               

make a conscious decision to open our heart to Jesus.  It doesn’t just happen.  

 

I used to say no one intentionally makes a conscious decision to build a              

house knowing it will fall down but then I’ve noticed in the winters how              

houses built on cliffs with million dollar views slide into the sea. And I always               

think, why did they build there? At some point the owners of those homes              

made a conscious choice that the view was worth the risk of sliding. Did you               

notice why the man in Jesus’ story built his house on the sand? He didn’t do it                 
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because he wanted it to fall down, but according to Jesus he made a short term                

decision because he was “foolish.” 

 

A definition of foolish is the exchange of a long term strategy for quick              

gains. How many marriages are destroyed over a one night stand? Or lives             

destroyed over one night of revelry with alcohol? Or fortunes lost on get rich              

schemes?  

 

But a wise person makes a conscious choice to build their life on a solid,               

long term foundation – by allowing our hearts to become Christ’s home. How             

do we do this? We start with the invitation. In the Scripture, we hear Jesus               

making this invitation: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone               
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with                  
me.” (Rev. 3:20) 

 

We make our heart Christ’s home by inviting Him to come in. But             

inviting Jesus to live in our hearts isn’t the end, it’s only the beginning. Do you                

know to whom that verse Revelation 3:20 was originally spoken to? To            

believers! It was directed to people who already had a relationship with Jesus!             

And so while I think it’s ok to use this verse to remind people that we start a                  

relationship with Jesus by inviting Him into our hearts, it’s most directly a             

reminder that as God’s people, when we invite Jesus to make our heart his              

home, it also means continually inviting him in.  

 

But you have to realize that when Christ comes into your house he’s             

going to see things that need renovating. If you think you’re perfect and don’t              

need to change, then don’t invite him in. Because once you invite Jesus in he’s               

going to start the renovations.  

 

Most of you have probably seen the TV show, Extreme Home           
Makeover or something similar, where a team of designers goes into the            

home of some struggling but deserving family and remakes the whole house –             

turning what was once a dangerous dump into an unbelievably beautiful new            
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home. Well, in this series and study, My Heart Christ’s Home, that’s what I              

believe Jesus wants to do in each of us.  

 

For the next six weeks when we’re together we’re going to picture the             

house of our lives having many different rooms - the study, the family room,              

the dining room, the workshop and the hall closet. What we’re going to see is               

that Jesus’ desire is to renovate each of these rooms in our heart, like we’re               

doing with our old Fellowship Hall and making them both more attractive and             

more functional in order to bring him glory. 

 

To build wisely – that is to build a long term strategy by making our               

heart Christ’s home and not just offering him a room at the Motel 6 – means to                 

give Jesus access to all of our rooms and allow Him to renovate them as He                

sees fit. The fallacy of evangelical Christianity of which we are a part is that               

we think we only need to invite Jesus into our lives once. We think we only                

have to be polite and invite him only into the front living room and hope that                

he leaves before we have to fix him a meal in our kitchen. And we definitely                

hope he never has to use our bathroom.  

 

But the truth is that Jesus doesn’t stay where He’s not wanted. Jesus             

never forces himself into any area of our life. He always enters through             

invitation. So where is Jesus in relation to you right now? Is he sitting on your                

sofa in a sterile, formal living room waiting for you to come in and visit? And                

is there some room in your life that you would be embarrassed if Jesus saw it?  

 

So today we’re going to walk from this worship space to what is going to               

become our new Worship Center. As we’ve been doing renovations on that            

space, so Christ wants to do renovations on our personal space. But when we              

get to the new space you’ll notice it’s not finished. And it won’t be finished               

when we worship in there next week. Or the week after that. That will be a                

visual reminder that God is not finished with the renovations in our lives, not              

next week, and not the week after. But as we will keep working on that               

worship center so Christ will keep working on the various rooms of our life.              
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When someone in the church does something irritating or ugly to you            

remember God is not finished yet.  Be patient.  

 

So are you ready to go and to change however Christ wants to change              

you? Today might be a good time to leave the old behind and invite Christ to                

move deeper into your life. What area of your life do you need to invite Jesus                

into? We invite him in by prayer, saying “Lord Jesus, I invite you into my life.”                

Now what area of your life have you been keeping Jesus out of? Invite him               

today, right now to enter that part of your life and he will. My heart, Christ’s                

home.  
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IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  
GET STARTED IN FAITH 

 
1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  

Romans 3:23-24 
 

2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  

Romans 6:23 
 

3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 
Romans 5:8 

 
4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 
Him to become the master of our life 

Romans 10:13 
 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from my sinful 
ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I commit my life 
wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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