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I Corinthians 16:6-9 
6 Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can                   
help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now and                   
make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.                 
8 But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door for effective                 
work has opened to me,and there are many who oppose me. 
 
Proverbs 4:7 
The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.  Though it cost all you have,get 
understanding. 
 

New International Version 
 
For the past few weeks we’ve been talking about knowing God’s will for             

our lives while covid-19 is running its will. What can we do? Let’s start with               
this question for God: what do you want me to do right now? What’s the best                
use of my time?  
 

Imagine you’re having a Zoom meeting one Sunday after worship.          
That’s one of those meetings where one or more people are on your computer              
screen and you’re on theirs and it’s as if you’re all in the same room. It’s how                 
Martha and I have been able to get our scattered family together during this              
shelter in place.  

 
Let’s imagine that the Apostle Paul has joined your Zoom meeting today.            

Given that he’s been gone almost 2,000 years, that would be a lot to ask even                

 



of Zoom. But let’s use our imagination. “Paul, I have a question for you?”              
“How did you ever figure out the will of God?” “How did you know what God                
wanted you to do?  

 
So you do what the host gets to do on Zoom and you “unmute” him. He                

tells you what he wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians in 16:5 “After I go                 
through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through Macedonia. 6              
Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can                  
help me on my journey, wherever I go.7 For I do not want to see you now and                  
make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.“  

 
Does he say “Perhaps I’ll stay for three weeks?” No, he says for a while.               

Or, even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey wherever I                
go. Because I haven't got a clue. I hope to spend some time with you, if the                 
Lord permits.  

 
Does he say “I will stay on until Pentecost because a great door for              

effective work has opened to me and because no one ever opposes me?” No, in               
fact he says there are many who oppose him. Perhaps, for a while, or even               
wherever I go, I hope, I'm not sure, if the Lord permits.  
 

So even super star saint Paul didn't have a clue of what was to come. He                
didn't understand the details, and yet, he served God, in a very effective             
manner. If you sometimes feel a little bit confused about what God wants you              
to do you’re in good company. God didn’t even show the future to one of his                
most crucial players. God just doesn't show us details ahead of time, at least              
not since the Old Testament days. We make plans in our heart, but the Lord               
determines the steps.  

 
Instead of showing us and dictating our future, God gives us the ability             

to discern and decide our own actions. That ability to discern and decide is              
called wisdom. According to the Bible, wisdom is one of the most important             
traits from our heavenly Father that we can pursue.  
 

One of the best examples and stories about wisdom comes in I Kings             
3:8-14. When King David’s son with Bathsheba, Solomon became the king he            
was to sacrifice a bull before the Lord to make a burnt offering. But Solomon               
wanted to worship God with such extravagance that instead of making one            
sacrifice, he made a thousand burnt offerings.  

2 



 
In response to that extravagant act of worship, God said to Solomon in a              

dream that he would give him whatever he wanted. If you ever think that              
generosity doesn't move the heart of God, think again. An extravagant move of             
generosity draws the heart of God. God says I'll give you anything you want.  

 
If God was to ask me that question lately I would ask for a pain free,                

healthy body all the way to the end. No covid-19 for me or anyone else.               
Solomon, being a much younger man than I and not living in a pandemic, could               
be expected to ask for riches or power or maybe have his enemies destroyed.              
But, instead he asks for help to be a good king. Give me the wisdom to know                 
right from wrong, give me wisdom to make the decisions that would honor             
you. And God said something like because you didn't' ask for all these other              
things, I'm going to give them to you as well, and I'm definitely going to give                
you wisdom.  Read that story for yourself in I Kings 3:8-14.  
 

Solomon later said in Proverbs 4:7, getting wisdom is the wisest thing            
one can do. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost all you                
have, get understanding.  
 

For those of us who have lived a while, we may say something like “I               
wish I knew back then what I know now.” What is that? It means you've               
received wisdom. So we pray “God, I want divine direction, show me what to              
do.” What God gives us is wisdom to decide right from wrong.  

 
The first thing we can do is ask for wisdom. That’s a prayer God will               

always answer. Every time you ask God for wisdom, God will hear your prayer              
and say yes, and give it to you.  
 

James 1:5 gives us the promise; If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask               
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.                
God never gives us dates only wisdom. If you asked him when this pandemic              
is going to end, he won’t tell you. If you ask him when Jesus is coming back, he                  
won’t tell you. But if any of you lacks wisdom, God gives generously to all,               
without finding fault. Ask God for wisdom and God will give you wisdom. Ask              
God.  Think of the word ask to remember that point.  We ask God for wisdom.  
 

The second thing we can do is very simple, make a decision. Don't be              
afraid of making a mistake. The biggest mistake may be just walking down the              
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middle not making a decision, not making a choice.  
 

So here's the question, how do I know if an option is from God? Could               
this be an open door from God or a trick from the devil that will ultimately                
lead me to do something I’ll regret?. The way I’m thinking about it these days               
is if the Bible doesn't give us clear direction against doing something and your              
closest Christ follower friends who know you aren’t opposed to you doing it             
and that includes your life partner, then an option remains a possibility. We             
all know there are things God's word says we need to do, so we make sure we                 
always do those. But what about cases where there isn’t clear, moral,            
scriptural direction, what does God expect? 
 

God could have programmed us to do exactly what he wanted us to do,              
like implanted muscle memory. We wouldn’t even have to think about it. But             
then we wouldn't have the freedom to choose to love him back. And God loved               
us enough to give us freedom to make different choices. And when there are              
so many different things to choose from with so many people offering advice,             
God gives us each other to bounce ideas off of but then sort of says, you’re the                 
one who has to decide! I trust you! Make the call!  
 

But what if I make a mistake? Make the call! In fact, I love to look at the                  
Apostle Paul making decisions. If you look at I Thessalonians 3:1 you’ll see             
that he didn't say “the Lord spoketh unto me and said, Paul, this is what thou                
shalt doeth.” Instead this is what he said: So when we could stand it no longer,                
we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. We thought about it, we                  
considered it, and we just thought it best. We just thought it best! God didn't               
direct us. God didn't say anything, we just made a decision! And there are              
times when you just have to make a decision.  Remember that about Paul.  
 

As a pastor, there are times when I know God is clearly directing me.              
Other times it’s like God just says, I'm trusting you. That’s why the             
Presbyterian Church always has a team of people running a church and never             
just one person. We have a wonderful staff here that works very closely with              
an equally wonderful board of elders. We seek wisdom from the Lord            
individually and confirm it corporately.  
 

But then there comes the moment when we just have to make a decision              
ourselves and move forward. Right now our government helps us make the            
decision about where to go or not to go. We need to stay home. But within                
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home we have many options. But what if I make a mistake with some of those                
options? Guess what? When you make a mistake, what do you get from it?              
Hopefully there’s something you can learn from it and not do it like that again.               
And what is that? That’s wisdom! Right? You get wisdom when you make a              
mistake. You may get an extra bill in the mail, an extra semester in school, and                
maybe even an extra kid. But you also get wisdom! God guides us. God coaches               
us. God watches over us and God gives us wisdom to decide. The person who               
doesn’t learn from his mistakes is throwing wisdom away.  
 

We get some decisions right, we get some wrong and we get some really              
wrong. When we get it really wrong, at least we get some wisdom from it.               
Thank you Jesus, you guide, you advise, you watch over. There's no way that              
we're ever going to foresee everything that’s going to happen. All we can do is               
be faithful in the next step. Don't freak out. Get to know Jesus. Learn his voice.                
Walk with him. Walk with the wise. Surround yourself with people who are             
pleasing Jesus and walk with them. Ask God for wisdom because he generally             
gives it to all who ask. Make a decision. What if I mess up? Are you                
intentionally trying to mess up? I hope not because God will guide those back              
who seek to please him.  Remember God is always watching over you. 
 

How do you get to God's perfect will? By serving him in this moment.              
Pray: God help me be who You want me to be. So I'll do what You call me to do.                    
Help me do it the right way, and You'll lead me to the right ways. Thank you                 
Jesus that You are the right shepherd that guides the sheep. Wherever You             
guide me, I will follow step by step. So Father we ask in this moment, that You                 
will help us. Give us divine direction. I know there are so many, who have so                
many big decisions to make. God where your word is clear, we will obey. But               
God so often we know You give us wisdom to decide. So give us the courage to                 
know we're walking with You. Empowered by Your Spirit. Give us the courage             
to decide, and the faith to trust you.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Much of this message is adapted from Craig Groeschel's Divine Direction sermon series which he invites                
anyone to use to the glory of God for free at www.open.life.church. Thank you Pastor Craig!  
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IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  
GET STARTED IN FAITH 

 
1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  

Romans 3:23-24 
 
2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  

Romans 6:23 
 
3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 

Romans 5:8 
 
4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 
Him to become the master of our life 

Romans 10:13 
 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from 
my sinful ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I 
commit my life wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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