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Luke 15:8-10 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a 
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds 
it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

New International Version 

What do you do when you see a penny lying on the sidewalk? Most of us                

wouldn’t think it worth our effort to take the time to stop, bend over and pick                

it up. But everytime we see a penny on the ground, it forces us to make a                 

decision about its worth. Likewise every Sunday morning when we wake up            

we make a decision about whether it’s worth our time to come to church or               

not. Every time we choose a seat in our sanctuary, we make a decision about               

why that seat is more important to us than another seat.  

Today we’re continuing our series looking at another one of Jesus’ “lost            

and found” stories found in Luke 15. In this story, we’re going to be looking at                

the process we go through for deciding what’s important for us and what’s             

not.  
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Last year I was cleaning out our house, getting rid of old computer             

related items that I would probably never use again. I managed to collect a              

good size bag of spare computer wires for gadgets that were long gone. What              

do you do with a bag of chargers and wires that don’t go to anything you now                 

have? Goodwill doesn’t want it. I saw no value in that bag so I dumped it in                 

the trash.  

Martha and I are trying to practice a principle of use it or repurpose it.               

Living in a small house, there’s little room for things we’re not presently using              

and only might use in the future. So one of the things taking up space and not                 

being used was a soundbar I had purchased a few years ago to improve the               

sound on our television but hadn’t been able to get it to work consistently. It               

was clearly gathering dust while taking up valuable space. Use it or repurpose             

it, right?  

I decided to try one more time to figure it out before getting rid of it. I                 

was still struggling with it I came up with a novel idea of reading the manual                

that came with it. Who would have thought? In the manual there was a              

picture of a weird little something called an optical wire. I didn’t know what it               

was but I remembered seeing it somewhere...in the bag I dumped in the trash.              

Lacking pride, I proceeded to search for the bag in what had become a very               

messy and wet trash and found it still in its original plastic wrapping. I              

plugged it in and guess what?  The soundbar worked perfectly.  

See the flip side of living the use it or repurpose it principle is that                

sometimes we throw something valuable out that later we wish we hadn’t.            

We just don’t always know what’s going to one day be valuable. That’s the              

fear of every horder. How often do you hear people say “If I had just held on                 

to that Shelby Mustang” or whatever thing has risen in value?  

Jesus told this story about a woman who lost a coin and then went to               

great effort to find it. 8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.                 
Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?               
What do you think was so important about that coin? Was it like the 1913 U.S.                

nickel that was pressed without the approval of the U.S. Mint, because it had              

switched the five-cent piece design from that of Lady Liberty to the profile of a               
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Native American? Only five managed to make their way into the public            

domain, the most expensive of which has been sold for $3.7 million. It’s             

believed that if one were found in mint condition today, could be worth $20              

million alone.  That’s what I’m out looking for.  

I don’t think that was the case with this woman’s coin. It’s importance             

was because in that day, married women would wear a headband made up of              

coins strung together that were given to her by her father when she was              

married. This headband served several functions in the life of the married            

woman of that time. 

 

1. It declared her status as a married woman. It told other men that she               

was unavailable. It served the same purpose as our wedding ring. 

 

2. Those coins also declared her independence. They were a constant           

reminder to her and her husband that if he divorced her, she would be able to                

make a fresh start. One coin was the equivalent of one day’s wages. Evidently,              

in this story she and her husband would have been very poor, because she              

only possessed ten coins. Wealthy women of that day wore headbands           

comprising of dozens of coins 

 

3. It was used to identify what they considered sinful women. This was a              

strange one and really showed how patriarchal the culture was then. When a             

woman had been found guilty of unfaithfulness, a coin was sometimes           

removed from her headband to tell everyone who saw her that she was an              

adulteress. Funny, how they didn’t do something equivalent for the men who            

were adulterers.  

It may have been just one piece of silver to everyone else, but it was               

worth everything to this woman! You’ve heard the saying “One man’s trash is             

another’s treasure?”  Keep that saying in mind as we look deeper at this story. 

9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and              
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you,                  
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there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who               
repents.” 

For Jesus, the lost coin was like a lost person. The Bible describes a lost               

person as someone living outside of any purpose that brings glory and honor             

to God. Let’s say you meet someone who says they have no purpose in their               

life. Does that mean they’re living outside of any purpose that brings glory             

and honor to God? Not necessarily. They may see no options in front of them.               

Or they may see too many options and can’t decide which option to take.              

That’s not uncommon when someone experiences the death of a loved one or             

a loss of job. A loss of direction requires patience. Waiting for the next              

assignment is not a bad thing to do, especially when your boss is God. God will                

still be glorified while you await your next assignment as long as your desire              

is to glorify and honor God.  

But let’s say the person has been a Christ follower but has decided his              

expenses are too great to support his family and now embezzles his employer.             

That never, ever brings glory and honor to God. That person has lost their              

way and they need to change direction. Jesus’ word for that would be repent              

which means change the direction one is going.  

I used to work as a chaplain at a free breakfast program and every              

Monday morning I would meet what appeared to be lost people. Not all the              

homeless are lost by any means. Some are worshipping God somewhere           

every week and doing their best to live a simple, law abiding life. But many               

are really lost. When I would offer to help them get off the street and get some                 

direction for their life, they were never interested.  

Sometimes they’d tell me their story about how they ended up on the             

street. The stories became very familiar. Usually they claimed that an           

influential male in their life like a father had continually beat the tar out of               

them when they were young and/or their mom was addicted to something            

bad. For some it was the untimely death of a parent or loved one that put                

them on the wrong path. For some they started running with the wrong             

crowd in junior high, smoking the wrong stuff and eventually losing their            

way. I’d ask them why they stayed there in the neighborhood where they             
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grew up even after their family was long gone. Besides not getting along with              

their family, they often told me because at least the streets were familiar to              

them and there were other homeless people they grew up with and that’s all              

they had left that was familiar. They lost their way and the familiarity of the               

streets is all they had left.  

One of the breakfast guests told me that when he was living on the              

street he wasn’t a very religious person but just knew that living on the streets               

wasn’t the lifestyle or purpose that a higher being would have for his life. He               

didn’t know what his purpose was but he knew street living wasn’t it. So he               

worked hard to get off the street. Eventually an agency helped him get a              

subsidized apartment and when I last saw him was almost completely off            

subsidy and living a life that glories God.  

God made humans for one purpose, to bring glory and honor to him.             

Drunk and spending the night on the street doesn’t bring glory and honor to              

God. So when a person has lost their way as I just described and that person is                 

found and begins a daily relationship with Jesus Christ by the power of God,              

that life can then become more of what God designed it to be in the first place!  

But lostness doesn’t just come from drugs or alcohol. It can also come             

from the death of a loved one or the loss of a job or an accident or a sickness,                   

things sometimes out of our control. Lostness can come from anywhere that            

throws our direction and our expectations off. Think of the difficult factors            

that have changed the direction of your life in the past.  

So why did Jesus tell this story? He was speaking to a group of tax               

collectors, guys who didn’t see value in their fellow Jews other than as a              

means to make them rich. We’ve all met salespeople like that. They don’t care              

about your well being. They don’t care that you’re on a fixed income facing a               

rent increase and can’t afford the $1200 big screen television. You’re just            

another number in their monthly commissions.  

But present also for this talk were what Luke called “sinners” who lived             

a lifestyle contrary to their own values. In other words if they valued             

becoming like God but lived like the devil, they were living contrary to at least               
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one very important value in their life. God’s command is to love our neighbor              

as yourself and they weren’t doing that.  

There was a second group of people Jesus was talking to and they were              

the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law who believed they were living perfectly             

consistent with God’s values. Yet tax collectors and sinners were to them like             

pennys laying on the street for us; people not worth redeeming.  

What Jesus wanted to convey was that being his follower meant valuing            

everyone regardless of what country they’re born in or religion they adhere            

to. A Christ follower doesn’t use foul language to describe people from            

another country. Being a follower of Jesus means we look at people differently             

than the world looks at them. We use whatever resources God has blessed us              

with to help someone who has less. This sort of defines what being a follower               

of Jesus is.  

If the lost coin is the lost person, who did the woman represent in Jesus’                

story? This is where Jesus was really different from his culture. Jesus in his              

story had God represented by a woman looking for her lost coin. That in itself               

was probably unheard of in that patriarchal culture Jesus lived in. But            

remember God made humans male and female to reflect his image and Jesus             

continually made that point with his illustrations. Just as the woman realized            

that a coin had been lost and then sprang into action to get it restored, God                

springs into action whenever one of his own becomes lost. If you’re feeling             

lost know that you can count on God doing something similar for you.  

 

In Jesus’ story, the coin can’t find itself back to the woman. It can’t clean               

itself up and it can’t restore itself back onto that hat. That’s to illustrate a lost                

person can’t deliver himself either. In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees and Teachers            

of the Law had what was considered the right beliefs and considered everyone             

else below them. If you were to take the Old Testament, study it and decide to                

become a serious follower of God according to just the Old Testament, the             

Pharisees and Teachers of the Law were folks who were doing it. But they              

were missing something very important, and it’s something the church is           

often missing, something called grace.  That’s an important word.  
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Grace is unmerited favor, something we can’t earn. In contrast, works is            

merited favor that we earn by our merits. I have a theory that because the               

Ten Commandments are located in the Old Testament we’ve come to think of             

it as a book of works and because the Jesus story is in the New Testament,                

we’ve come to think of it as a book of grace. But the Old Testament is really a                  

book about the grace of God delivering the oppressed of Israel over and over              

despite their failures. Yet by Jesus’ time for many of the Jews it had become a                

book about rule keeping.  

The New Testament, on the other hand, despite having a lot to say about              

grace for everyone has become a book about and for God’s elite. We read that               

those of us who believe in Jesus were chosen to believe and saved by a grace                

we didn’t earn. But why were we chosen and others not? Which has left us to                

interpret that as we’re chosen because we cleaned up our act and have it              

together which is absolutely contrary to the Bible. But it’s that very belief that              

crept into Israel and it’s Pharisees and it creeps into the Christian church over              

and over.  We have a hard time believing in grace.  

I love that mid-16th century saying "There but for the grace of God, goes              

John Bradford", in reference to when John Bradford saw a group of prisoners             

being led to execution. The Apostle Paul writing about himself in 1            

Corinthians 15:8-10, says, "Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared to              
me. For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I                  
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am..."  

If I were to ask you why God should forgive you and you answered              

because Jesus died for my sins as a gift to me and not because I’ve been good                 

you’d be acknowledging grace. But if when you look at people who disagree             

with you like Muslims or liberals or conservatives as people you don’t want to              

see flourish, you’re living by works and not by grace.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 says we are saved by grace and not by works. Grace is              

God, despite owning everything in the world, sifting through the filthy           

dumpsters of human life, seeking those whom society has discarded, or have            

lost their place in life. Grace is God looking at you through the eyes of His love,                 

seeing you as being worthy of His Son despite what you have done. Grace is               
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God looking at us in our messes and saying you’re worth bending over and              

picking up.  

So everytime we see a penny on the ground may it be a reminder to us                

that even the wealthiest and smartest among us have just about as much value              

to God as that penny and yet God has never hesitated to stop, bend over and                

pick us up. That’s what Jesus dying on the cross is all about. Are you living by                 

works or by grace?  
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IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  
GET STARTED IN FAITH 

 
1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  

Romans 3:23-24 
 

2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  

Romans 6:23 
 

3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 
Romans 5:8 

 
4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 
Him to become the master of our life 

Romans 10:13 
 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from my sinful 
ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I commit my life 
wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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