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Dear Friends,
In Australia, where my daughter, son-in-law and only grandchild are temporarily
residing, they don’t have a holiday called Thanksgiving.  I understand even
finding an Australian turkey is pretty close to impossible.  Besides, instead of the
days getting cooler and the smell of wet leaves on the ground, Australia in
November is kind of like May in America or maybe June. Thanksgiving in June?   
 
Imagine being in a world where the things you’ve come to expect like
Thanksgiving Day, aren’t there.  What do you do?  Adapt. The ability to adapt to
our changing environment is something God put deep in the design for humans. 
When Adam and Eve got booted from the Garden what did they do?  They
adapted to their new, miserable existence and they did alright.  
 
That’s the beautiful thing about being God’s creation.  We can adapt.  PG&E
turns off our electricity, what do we do?  Adapt.  Our legs won’t carry us any
longer, what do we do?  Get a walker or a wheelchair.  Adapt.  The ability to
adapt is one sign that at least we’re not blocking God’s presence in our life. 
 
Jesus came and upset the apple cart (or temple tables) and was persecuted by
religious people who proved they couldn’t adapt to anything different.  In the end
they missed the blessing of intimacy with the savior of the world.  
 
So what do you do if you find yourself in a place like Australia for Thanksgiving? 
I’d suggest going for a long walk on the beach and give thanks for the warm
breezes that most of the people in America will not be experiencing.  Whatever
you do, wherever you find yourself, you look for what’s good with where you are
and give thanks to God for that goodness.  That’s how we can adapt to the
changes going on all around us.  If you want to experience the presence of God,
don’t look for the good old days, give thanks for the present and adapt to its
changes.  In all things give thanks to God.   As the Apostle Paul said, “Be thankful
in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
I Thessalonians 5:18.



Capital Campaign for Renovations
BY PASTOR LARRY THORSON

We are SO close to our goal of $30,000! 
 Thank you for what you have already given!
You can now give online via our website as
well.  Visit www.mantecapc.org and click on
the button "Donate Now". As a reminder you
can also donate a certain amount over
several months. 

I sought
the Lord,

and he
heard me,

and
delivered
me from

all my
fears.

PSALM 34 :4
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Daylight Savings is Sunday November 3rd!

 

Congregational Meeting Nov 17

Please make it a priority to attend service as we

value your votes.

 

All Church Thanksgiving Nov. 21

Save the date for our special Thanksgiving

celebration. Everyone is welcome and

encouraged to invite friends and family. Together,

let's enjoy fellowship, give thanks, and most of all

remember the goodness of God.  

 

Decorating for Christmas on Nov. 30

"All hands on deck" to deck the halls. Please plan

on helping us decorate for the wonderful season

of Advent and Christmas. It is always a special

time and your help is so valuable to us. 

 

Setting up for Pancake Breakfast  (Dec 1) 

Our Annual Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus is

fast approaching. Time  to collect items for our

raffle baskets; just bring them to the office or give

your items to Sharon. Spread the word throughout

our community and be sure to let others know

that they can have their photo taken with Santa

and Mrs. Claus. 

 

Advent Devotionals will be made available for all

on November 24th.

 

 
 


