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John 20:1-18 

 1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went                 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she                 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,               
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put                 
him!"    3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were                
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent               
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon                   
Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of                
linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head.                
The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other                
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9               
(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)               
10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.  

 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look                
into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been,                
one at the head and the other at the foot.  
    13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"  
   "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have                
put him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did                
not realize that it was Jesus.  
    15 He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"  
      Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away,               
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."  
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    16 Jesus said to her, "Mary."  
      She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means             
"Teacher").  
   17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.                   
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your                
Father, to my God and your God.' "  
   18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!"                
And she told them that he had said these things to her. `   

New International Version  

Happy Easter! This is my first Easter ever in the Central Valley. It’s also              

my first Easter that I don’t have any family members with me. My daughter              

and her family arrived late last night from New York with my 2 year old               

grandson and they wanted to be here today but it was a long day flying               

yesterday for them and with the time difference, I would rather have them             

fresh for me this afternoon than to be exhausted from a long drive getting              

here.  So they’re at a church closer to where we live.  

But I get to be with my new MPC family this morning, and they are a                

good one to be a part of. This is a uniquely different experience for me today                

and I don’t know what it’s going to be like. And that’s the way Easter is                

supposed to be. If the Easter eggs were all hidden in the same places every               

year what fun would that be to find? Maybe this is a different kind of Easter                

for you as well. If it is I want you to pay close attention to how God may be                   

using it to break through to us.  

Take Mary Magdalene for example in John 20. We know she was a close              

friend of Jesus, some say his girl friend or even his wife. Now, she’s there               

when they nail Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross while it’s still on the ground.                

She’s there when they raise the cross upright, hearing his body groaning with             

pain as the gravity pulls his flesh away from the nails. She’s there when the               

sky goes dark at noon and hears Jesus scream out one last time “My God, my                

God why have you forsaken me?” She’s there when he breathes his last. What              

a horrible experience, so bad I can’t even imagine it.  
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So now it’s early Sunday morning. She’s not thinking about Easter.           

Easter was a celebration day for the Gentile unbeliever to celebrate spring and             

having made it through the winter. A good Jew wouldn’t have been a part of               

that and I’m sure she wasn’t in any mood to celebrate.  

She goes to the tomb early because she probably can’t sleep. Grieving            

will do that to you. She goes with a certain expectation. She expects to see a                

stone blocking the entrance to Jesus’ tomb and everything exactly how she left             

it. But when she gets there she finds the stone rolled away. Now what? What               

do we do when our reality is different than our expectations. Like when you              

go out to the parking lot to where you left your car and it’s not there? Now                 

what?  

Immediately her mind starts interpreting what she’s seeing to find a           

reasonable explanation. She can’t find a reasonable explanation so she runs           

for help. Mary runs and finds a couple of the guys who had hung out with                

Jesus to see what they know about what happened at the tomb. 2 So she came                
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They               
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"  

That’s when we get this funny little episode starting in verse 3: So Peter              
and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other               
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 4 Both were running, but the              
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. Why did John (who calls              

himself “the other disciple”) even put that in there? Was it really important             

who got to the tomb first?  Male testosterone.  

Both men eventually went inside the tomb and yes, verified what Mary            

had told them. But then what did they do? 10 Then the disciples went back to                
where they were staying. Why? Were they that exhausted from their sprint            

workout and needed to go back to bed? We don’t know.  

But we do know that the one person with the courage to stay at the               

open tomb and deal with her grief was Mary Magdalene. That’s when she has              

a mind changing experience. We read in verse 11 Now Mary stood outside the              
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tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two                 
angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other                
at the foot. 13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"  

Mary was probably only about 5’ or so and if she had to bend over to                

look into the tomb that tells you how small it was. Inside she sees these two                

characters. The Bible says they’re angels but what do angels look like and             

how different are they from humans?  These just looked like two men.  

In verse 13: They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"  
   "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have                
put him." 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did                
not realize that it was Jesus.  

So there were two men in the cave and Jesus on the outside. Why do               

think she didn’t realize it was Jesus when she turned around? I think the              

answer is obvious. Because he’s dead. She saw him die with her own eyes              

and it’s biologically impossible for him to be alive. Our brains have to find a               

solution so she had to explain who this third person must be and she guesses               

that it’s a gardener. 15 He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it                 
you are looking for?"  
      Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away,               
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."  

Even when he talked to her, her brain wouldn’t allow her to accept that              

it was Jesus but it didn’t make sense. She saw him die with her own eyes. Her                 

mind required her to have a rational explanation for who this person was.             

That’s what our minds do, otherwise we’ll go crazy.  

But then something changed in her mind that caused the light bulb to go              

on.  16 Jesus said to her, "Mary."  

I used to pastor in a large church and would go in the sanctuary during the                
week to pray by name for each of my members. People would go in and out of the                  
sanctuary working on it and they would sometimes apologize for interrupting my            
prayer time. I told them it didn’t bother me that they talked to each other while I                 
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was praying just don’t say my name. When someone calls us by our name it does                
something for us. It says She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic,              
"Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher").  

By hearing her name Mary intentionally focused on what she was           

looking at. It says Mary intentionally “turned toward him” and that’s when            

Jesus called her by name.  

“But I don’t have experiences like that.” Neither did Mary until that one             

happened. Our past is not the only interpreter of our present. Are you a              

connoisseur of exotic foods or do you go to the same kind of restaurant and               

order the same items from the menu? When you go to church or a theater do                

you sit in the exact same seat every Sunday? Or going to church on Easter, do                

you go expecting church to be exactly the way it was when you were last in                

church?  

There’s nothing wrong with enjoying familiarity but then how does God           

ever get a new idea into our head if we’re so convinced that every valid               

experience has already happened for us? It was in Mary’s pain and agony and              

tears over Jesus’ death that enabled Jesus to get her attention. Remember that             

when you’re going through a difficult situation. Remember that if Jesus could            

conquer the hardest possible problem in life; our death, which he could and             

did, then whatever problem we’re facing today, you know is doable for him.  

I like the true story of this elderly woman who sold flowers on a street               

corner. One day a man stopped to buy flowers and said, "You certainly look              

happy this morning." She responded, cheerily, "Why not? Everything is good."           

The man noticed how shabbily she was dressed, knew she must be fairly poor,              

noted how frail she seemed, so he said, "I only meant that you wear your               

troubles well." She said, "Let me tell you how I do it. When Jesus was crucified                

on Good Friday, that was the worst day for the whole world. Then, three days               

later - Easter - he rose again. So, when I get troubles, I've learned to wait three                 

days. Somehow everything gets all right again." Then the man said "She smiled             
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at me as she waved good-bye. Her words still follow me whenever I think I               

have troubles. I 'wait three days.'"  Three days puts things in perspective. 

Maybe you face some impossibilities and your mind can’t find a suitable            

solution. You just can’t get outside of your thinking box. Maybe a friend has              

left you disillusioned, maybe you've hit the bottom financially, or perhaps           

you're in trouble at school. Maybe you think God let you down. That’s where              

the resurrection comes in really handy. God can work out the situation in             

your life no matter how hopeless it seems to you because God has proven he               

could do the hardest thing of all, overcoming death. 

The God of the impossible has a way, in his own time, of bringing hope               

out of our hopelessness and life out of our death. A long time ago when I was                 

in a high school choir in my church, we sang a song called Because He Lives by                 

the Gaithers. The words went like this: “Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,              

Because He lives, all fear is gone. Because I know He holds the future, And life is                 

worth the living just because He lives!” 

Because He lives I don’t need alcohol to get me through a day. Because              

He lives I don’t need hallucinatory drugs. Because He lives I don’t need             

someone’s affirmation to feel successful. Because He lives I can live forever            

even though I know this body won’t.  

This is what Jesus told Mary: "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet                 
ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending               
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "  

And what was Mary’s response? 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples            
with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these                 
things to her. `   

Have you yet seen the Lord? Maybe you’re as sceptical as Mary was on              

that Sunday. Try doing as Mary did where it says “She turned toward him              

(Jesus)” and see what happens. We turn toward him by opening our heart by              

inviting Jesus Christ to enter our life through prayer. Invite him to be your              

master as well as your savior.  
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If you know Jesus is living in your heart but you’re kind of bummed out               

because something’s not going right in your life try starting and finishing each             

day as he did by reciting these words “In my actions today I will seek to                
love the Lord my God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength and love               
my neighbor as I would myself.” Make that your personal creed. It won’t             

get you into heaven only the blood of Jesus can do that. But you’ll find with                

Jesus living in your heart, that love for God and others is going to grow in time                 

even if your mind is not totally convinced. Change your words, change your             

mind.  
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TO LEARN MORE 

 
Join a Small Group – call the church office for times and location 

510/657-3133 
 

To learn and encourage one another 
 
 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  
GET STARTED IN FAITH 

 
1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  

Romans 3:23-24 
 

2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  
Romans 6:23 

 
3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 

Romans 8:5 
 

4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 
Him to become the master of our life 

Romans 10:13 
 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from 
my sinful ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I 
commit my life wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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