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 “What is God’s Will for My Life?” 
Larry Thorson* 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proverbs 16:2 
All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the Lord. 
 
Psalm 39 
I said, “I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on                   
my mouth while in the presence of the wicked.” 2 So I remained utterly silent, not                
even saying anything good. But my anguish increased; 3 my heart grew hot within              
me. While I meditated, the fire burned; then I spoke with my tongue: 4 “Show me,                
Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is.                  
5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing                 
before you. Everyone is but a breath, even those who seem secure. 6 “Surely              
everyone goes around like a mere phantom; in vain they rush about, heaping up              
wealth without knowing whose it will finally be. 7 “But now, Lord, what do I look                
for? My hope is in you. 8 Save me from all my transgressions; do not make me the                  
scorn of fools. 9 I was silent; I would not open my mouth, for you are the one who                   
has done this. 10 Remove your scourge from me; I am overcome by the blow of                
your hand.11 When you rebuke and discipline anyone for their sin, you consume             
their wealth like a moth—surely everyone is but a breath. 12 “Hear my prayer,              
Lord, listen to my cry for help; do not be deaf to my weeping. I dwell with you as a                    
foreigner, a stranger, as all my ancestors were. 13 Look away from me, that I may                
enjoy life again before I depart and am no more.” 

New International Version 
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What is God's will for my life?” What does God want me to do? Right               
now in this coronavirus pandemic we’re in a tough spot. Our leaders are             
trying to decide when is it safe to open the country again?  How will we know?  

 
On a personal level, I’m just trying to decide when it’s most safe to even               

buy groceries. Some of you are trying to figure out how you can eek out at                
least a little income to replace what you’ve lost. Do I risk safety for economic               
safety?  What is God’s will for us at this time? 

 
The other day I was looking at the cover picture of our son’s wedding              

memory book. It was an interior shot of the wedding in the sanctuary of the               
First Presbyterian Church of Hemet where he was married and where I served             
as pastor for eight plus years. I remember the day I mailed my resume to that                
church inquiring about their opening for a senior pastor. Was this what God             
wanted me to do? I had a great job in a Texas church that was flourishing. But                 
that one decision to mail my resume eventually influenced who my son’s life             
partner was and many other things that happened later in my life. You’ve             
made many similar decisions I’m sure. How did you know if it was the right               
one at the right time?  

 
Sometimes decisions don’t turn out like we hope or expect. Have you            

ever made a permanent decision based on a temporary emotion like when you             
lost  your temper when you shouldn't have?  I know I have. 

 
"Should I take this new job offer I have even though there's some risk to               

it, or should I stay at the one that I've got here?" "Should I buy a new car, or try                    
to keep the old one alive for six more months?" "Should we have a third kid? Is                 
two enough?" A lot of times we'll end up making decisions we later regret.              
Maybe it was a big, irrevocable purchase like a boat. Then we think "I wish I                
hadn't done that." Maybe it was a move. We get there and think “Oh boy, I                
think I made a mistake” but by then it’s too late. The truth is a lot of folks end                   
up regretting a lot of decisions they make. 

 
In his book, Divine Direction Craig Groeschel, pastor of Life Church           

where we’ve been getting some of our music videos, talks about key decisions             
that change our life. Decisions we make today determine the stories we tell             
tomorrow. Essentially we’re the result of the decisions we’ve made in the            
past. For the most part, our future will be a direct result of the decisions we                
make today. 
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But decision making has become complicated. Just take watching tv for           

example. It used to be we only had four channels to pick from. Now we have                
over 100. Which is great but what this multiplicity of choices does to us is               
weaken our decision making ability. Think about how many nights you did            
nothing but channel surf. So we have all these decisions to make but we’re              
often not clear what God’s role is in those choices. Does God even care what               
we do in a day?  
 

We have to ask what God cares about. In 1 Thessalonians 4:3 Paul says               
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual              
immorality… Let’s apply that to a real life situation. A college student asks “Is              
it God's will for me to be an accountant?” That’s not what Paul’s verse              
addresses is it? Paul said God's will for us is to be “sanctified” which means               
holy or set apart from the world.  He says nothing about our career choice.  
 

The first thing God cares about is who we are before what it is that we                
do. The Greek word translated as holy is agios. It means to be set apart. It                
means to be different. If you are a Jesus follower, you’re not to be driven by                
the values of this world or live for what this temporary world thinks is              
important. You are to be conformed to the image of Jesus. Our lives are              
potentially moving toward Jesus. We're becoming like him even if the growth            
seems slow.  

 
Jesus talked a lot more about the who than the do. Jesus didn’t talk              

about vocational careers. Jesus talked about character, about calling. In fact,           
the only time Jesus brought up someone's job was to invite them to leave it               
and follow him because to Jesus who you're following is even more important             
than what you're doing vocationally. Who before do.  

 
A better question than what does God want me to do is "Who does God               

want me to become." If we start there, the who will eventually lead us to the                
right thing to do. To Jesus, the who always comes before the do. 
 

For example, was it God's will that I became a pastor? I will argue that               
being a pastor was God’s secondary purpose and will for my life. His primary              
will for me is that I become holy. His primary will is more about my character                
than it is about my job, my do. A pastor is what I do, but it is not who I am. I                      
could be a pastor and out of God's will if my heart is not right with God and my                   
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character is weak. 
 

For example, if I preach a really good message, but I'm abusive to my              
wife, I am not in God's will, right? If I'm a charismatic leader and I get a lot                  
done, but I cheat and lie to people, I am not in God's will. Why? Because who                 
we are matters before what we do. Chronic cheating and lying without            
remorse proves we’re not a follower of Jesus Christ. I believe God would             
rather me do anything than be a pastor if I cannot be a pastor with integrity.                
God would rather me do anything with a pure heart before him than to do               
something that appears spiritual and live with ongoing unconfessed sin in my            
life. God is more concerned with the who I am before the do. 
 

How might this apply to you? "Should I stay in this place, or should I               
take another job somewhere else?" It doesn't matter. Be a faithful Jesus            
follower wherever you are. Before you think about the do in the future, think              
about the who in the present. Instead of just saying, "What do you want me to                
do in the future, Jesus? Ask “who do you want me to become in the present?"  
 

The second thing about God's will is to ask why we do what we do. Put                
the why before the what. Motives (the why) matter to the heart of God.              
Proverbs 16:2 says: All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are              
weighed by the Lord. You may think everything you do is right, but the Lord               
judges your motives. Motives matter to God. In fact, there's an old saying that              
there's two reasons why everyone does something. There's the reason we tell            
everybody, and there's the real reason. Motives matter. 
 

The great and godly king David wrote Psalm 39 when he was going             
through a difficult and challenging time in his life. He prayed "Search my heart,              
oh God. See if there is any offensive way in me. Lead me in the way everlasting." If                  
we take the time to be really honest before God, it’s interesting to see how               
often our motives are more me-centered than Christ centered. It's usually           
about what I want. Here's the problem. It's almost impossible to end up in the               
right destination when you start with the wrong why. The why really matters             
to God.  
 

Let’s say you're complimenting someone. Is it because you're sincere,          
or because you want them to think better of you? Let’s say you're posting a               
photo online. Is it because you want to share something meaningful to you             
that points to the goodness of God, or because you want everyone else to              
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think, "Wow, look how cool you are? What's the motive behind what you do?              
That’s putting the why before the what.  
 

Paul said in Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or             
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father                 
through him. “God, what do you want me to do?" Paul was saying “whatever              
you do," whether you're an entry-level worker or running a company, whether            
you're a student or you're the teacher of the class, whatever you do, whether              
in word or deed, you are to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus. Whatever                  
you do, wherever you are, serve Christ there. Wherever you live, serve him             
there.  
 

That’s especially true in this sheltering in place. You don’t have to feel             
guilty about what you’re not able to do right now. You didn’t bring on this               
pandemic but you’re doing God’s will to overcome it by sheltering in place.             
The rest of what you need will fall into place for you. God knows what you                
need.  
 

We’ve been talking about what’s God’s will for our individual life but            
what’s God’s will for the church? What does God want for your church? What              
God wants for any church is for it to be a happy church, happy not because of                 
the music or the sermon or the after church refreshments but happy because             
we know that Jesus died for our sins and that we get to spend eternity in                
heaven with him. So maybe the sermons aren’t as fulfilling as you’d like or the               
music isn’t your style or the people aren’t like you but if you’re part of a                
church, this is God’s family and God loves his family.  

 
God’s will for us is that we offer him every day the very best effort with                

what he has given to us to use. When you look at the teachings of Jesus,                
there's not much about careers. It's all about people. Love God and love             
people. Can we do that? Yes we can and yes we do. That's a reflection of who                 
we are. I like what Craig Groeschel says “when you're faithful with what's right              
here, you'll end up at the right there.” Humans plan their purposes, but God              
directs the steps. That's why when we’re being conformed to the image of             
Jesus, we don't have to worry about the future because Jesus will take us step               
by step, not toward some divine destination out there, but in the divine             
direction. 
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*Much of this message is adapted from Craig Groeschel's Divine Direction 
sermon series which he invites anyone to use to the glory of God for free at 
www.open.life.church. Thank you Pastor Craig!  

 
 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO  

GET STARTED IN FAITH 
 

1. Recognize that everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s ideal  
Romans 3:23 

 
2.  Know that the wages or payment for sinning is death  

Romans 6:23 
 

3.  But God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to die for us 
Romans 8:5 

 
4.  It is our responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and allow 

Him to become the master of our life 
Romans 10:13 

 
Invite Jesus into your heart by praying something like the prayer below… 
  
“Dear Lord Jesus, in many ways I have sinned against you.  I am sorry and want to turn from 
my sinful ways.  I invite you to come into my heart and begin to make me like yourself.  I 
commit my life wholeheartedly to you now.  Thank you for saving me.”  
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